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Dr. NomKI.sE. Bradbury, D5rector “zcsric?;!AcELAwS#

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory
P. 0. Box 1663 AN UN IZEDPERSONISPROHIBI

Los Alamos, New Mexico

Subject: PLANN~G FOR F~ 1953TESTSAT pAc~c ~~~~ GRO~mS

Dear Dr. Bradkry:

Receipt is acknowledged of YOU letter of @ 8 j 1952 ~ ~~-710 t ~
which you ~ovicie your present thinking as to the scope of the fall
1~53 te St series at the Pacific FkrovingGrounds. The hf’or~tion
has been transmitted to the Division of Militkry Application for
theti use h discussions with the Department of’Defense regarding
future overseas tests.

lt is noted thst you are tb~~~ Of a possible third or fo~~th shot
in the series. I would llke to call your attention to the fact that
the esthates of cost as contained in the H 1952h~.eet- ~sed
on an operation comparable to IVY. It would appear that an opsra-
tion such as you outlined h your letter of Lay $ will be of con-
siderably greater magnitude than Ivy, both in structural and operat-
ional requirements. If this is true, we should begin developing
criteria and looking at our fund requirements immediately.

In spite of en appal by the Commission, the funds for full-scale
tests, as contained in the first supplement to the H 1953 ~~get Y
hs.vebeen reduced below what was requested for both overseas and
continental tests. It is ho~d that this supplementwill be acted
upon by Congress shortly and that mm will at least get the amount
recommended by the Eureau of the Budget. Since Congress plans to
adjourn in June and not to reconvene until JSnUSH 1953s ~ cannot
expect any ection on another supplement during that period,and ac-
tion af%er reconvening woult require some time. We will not ~ fi
a position where we
tion of any further

can proceed with program preparations on entici~-
budgetary relie~. .(
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Accordingly, we must accept the cument estimates.fcm FY 1955 as
quite =alistic cei.lin@ within which we mat opera-. It is not
our intent to stKle the test programs, and = fl. do em@X

possible to provide funds end facilities for Performan= of the
experiments you consider essential. it will, homver, be necesse.ry

that you supply us with very substantial justification for the Po-
g?=ms YOU pkn, to support requests for additional fimds. Initia-
tion of this action should not be delsyed if a program larger
than assumed for budget purposes is to be developed.

I fi~ appcie.te your reviewing your proposed test Ope=tions ~+~’ ‘‘~-k

,,

referen~ to the FY 1955 budget. ml YOU please advise me = s- “.

as possible of your ability to perform the tests you have in mind
within the ltiits of funds which we hope will be available from tb
FY 1953 first supplemental budget?

Very truly yours,

&i3i3~
C*or=n P. Kn3ker
Deputy lknager
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